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Permeability studies of artificial and natural cancellous bone structures 
Abstract: 
In the development of artificial cancellous bones, two major factors need to be considered: the integrity of 
the overall structure and its permeability. Whilst there have been many studies analysing the mechanical 
properties of artificial and natural cancellous bones, permeability studies, especially those using 
numerical simulation, are scarce. In this study, idealised cancellous bones were simulated from the 
morphological indices of natural cancellous bone. Three different orientations were also simulated to 
compare the anisotropic nature of the structure. Computational fluid dynamics methods were used to 
analyse fluid flow through the cancellous structures. A constant mass flow rate was used to determine the 
intrinsic permeability of the virtual specimens. The results showed similar permeability of the prismatic 
plate-and-rod model to the natural cancellous bone. The tetrakaidecahedral rod model had the highest 
permeability under simulated blood flow conditions, but the plate counterpart had the lowest. Analyses on 
the anisotropy of the virtual specimens showed the highest permeability for the horizontal orientation. 
Linear relationships were found between permeability and the two physical properties, porosity and bone 
surface area. 
